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Rosa Rio, Legendary Theatre Organist, Dies at 107!

Rosa R peacefilly passed away & her hame in Sun
City Cenber an May 13, 20710 wih her husband, Bill Yea-
man, by her side. She was 107 years old

Her profific career bagan wilh a simple decla-
ration Lo fer family &1 aga aight, “When | grow
up, | want io play a big pano, wear prefly
clothes and lote of javwelry, and make peapla
happy.”

She was extraordinanly posilive, molivated
and determined. She was able to aeamlesaly
adapl fo changes in the erterainment industry
igdlent filma, talkies, radio, TV, ard finally, back
to silent fims), °l cant believe that I've been so
Torunale to have besn inso many things that
wank ouf and | bounced hack,” she said in
2007, Her path was not wilhout challenges. Az
the aply woman In the orchesira pit, she rou-
tinely challerged men who considered bar to be
second fidadle becausa of her gender. She
allayad those steraciypical reactions with talent,
charm and & [somelimes bawdy) sermse of hi-
mar,

Tara Schroeder, Tampa Thealre's Direcior
Frograrmming and Marketing, had become best
frands wih Rio  *Rosa's tatent and passion for
MU and the theatre organ was remarkabla
and in fact | am cartain that her passion 'was
the kay ko har longesity, | feel so forbunate o
hava becoms s close toher. She s a testa-
mané ta the will of spird,” Schroedar said

Fosa began laking plano lessons at sighi,
and at fen landad har frss job at a sient movie theatar in
Isarmned o
of Mew
Crleans
Adfter study-
ing music at
4 Clerlin
Collega and
silertl film
aocompani-
menl al The
Eaalrman
Schoot of
Music:,
Rosa ac-
campanied sident films n movie palsces in Mew York and
Maw Oreans. The ballean burst im 1927 wih the advent of
“talkias,”

Imthe 19308 and 40s, Rosa was dubbed “Queen of e
Scaps,” hawing provided organ accompanimant for 24 soap
operas and radio dramas, somelimes dashing from ane
studio to another with seconds betwean shows. On aver-
age, she played for five 1o seven shows per day, inchuding
“The Shadaw” wilh Oreon Weles and “The Bob and Ray
Show," "Cavalcade of America,” "My True Story,” and “Tha
Goldbergs.”

Rosa was hired by NBC &5 a temporary replacemsani
while they searched for a man. *l asked them if they were

loaking for a man or &n arganist” Rosa said. She stayed for 22
years and vwas the firsl worman hired inbs an orchesira of 158
man. |t would ba ten yaars before ancther woman was
hired, and wodld kindle Rosa's He-long passion for
WIMEen's nghis.

Transilioning 1o lelevisian, Rosa played he organ
for many network senes, ncluding “The: Today Show,”
“As the Warld Turrs,” and “The Guiding Light.®

O plann, Rose werked wilh many veoaists, most
notabiy Mary Martin, whom she accompanied at har
audktion for Cole Poder

Since 1596, Rosa performad for aver 30 sibant film
presantalions for full kouses at the Tampa Theatre's
1,400-pipe Mighty Wurlizer Theatre Crgan. Her last
paricemance at Tampa Theatre was on August 30,
200 when she prowded the accompanimenl Tor a
Buster Keaton sient comedy. \While the sold-out aus-
ances akways hanked ber wilth sfanding ovations, she
graciausly retumed ihe sccalades, aaying °| have such
gratituda for the wonderfiul pacple who have such love
for Bhe Eleatre organ, sier piclures and Tampa Thea-
fre.”

John Bell, Tarmpa Thealre's President and CED
said, e wera so lorunate 1o kave Roga &3 part of
i Tampa Thaatre famdy for the past 14 years. She
WaS 8n EI'I‘IEIi"IQ warran with remarkabbe talent who
mireducad fens of thousands of peopke te the magiz of
silent fims and the thealre organ. While | am very
saddaned by har paBsing, I amy g0 thankful thal sha
was able o share her musical talents thraughout her
k'll"rg and runlling Iife. She was an II‘rﬁpl"EliDI'l 1o aa
mMany peogle, Foung and ald.”

3

1 you would Bke o express your condokenses 1o Rosa's family,
you can send cards and lefers 1o Tampa Theatre, Altn’ Rosa's
Famiy, 711 M. Franklin 2t., Tamga, FL 33802, Please na Now-

ers. cmaile can be drecled o tarafitampatneatre, org

Tampa Theatre will celebrate her life with a memoenal on Sa-
urday, June 5 ak 11:00 am. The pubhc is invited.

Rapanfed wilt parmmiesion fram Tampa Thesdra
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Tha next CRTOES board meating
will be held Tuesday, June 15,
2010, location fo be detarminded,

Columiie River Theatre Organ
Solhedy 15 A non-profit, educational
organization dedicated to the
pregervation of the theatre
organ and its music

CRTOS Board Meeting April 27, 2010

Frasidan] Teery Robeon celled The medling lo order al 7-00 BM. Bosd inembecs presenl were: Dick Lewson, Bab
Shatar, Fion Deamer, Randy Rock, Bon Briggs and Sheley Clausen, and new board members, Rober Kingdom,
Rick Parks and Frad Bsh Al prasant wane: Pad Tichy, Steva Jarsis, Mika Bryan and Claytan Parks

Tho misates. ol the last meeling were approved as primed m e Clanion.

The treasurers repor! was geen and approved, Thes led fo o decussion of The high coste of presenling an ongan
oo whan waa o ool diae @ e anouglh sesencs 10 coved 1he axpansee. The discusson incudad weys 10
reccs |he coete, @ vl as ways 10 sncoussge mane pecple 16 allerd, for irstances by incressmg oo pubbcity and
parfaps more importandy, by adding mono vagiody 1o s prograes, ralher e just Conoorts, per so.

The comemittes (Bob Shafter, Mike Bryant, ord Paul Tichy) working on e proposal 1o have CRTOS become o
marmiber of 1ho ATOS gave teir repon. The roport gises B pros and cons of tha proposal. Tre bosed approwed
Iive regpece] and il will be aal Gl o the reenbaiship alorg vtk & Badlo] for mismbeis o vobe an and el 1o The
baard by lay 171

Boh Shofiar remindad the boand msmban: aboul The ressd o W@ oul and rebeen Dhsin fesumes 2o lhal v can lorsand
lhem lo & Graed Writer.

Paul Tichy gave a report on the clob vwetrsie, and requesisd mors mformation on upsaoming events sa thal he can
il thai e e veabrsit

Randy Rook gave a report on the progross mada on the Vinual Ongan. The consolo s sl @ Mike Bryant's home
Biil niasds 1 e micssad 1o 1 haslvg Soan, Theea 28 soma sork o b doess an 8, 2o of whish coilld ba dana
after it is i e Holywsood Theatre.  Rondy is working an the new sound sysiem. Thers &= a colechion of spars parls
‘which carm b sold. & B wolk progeesses, ha vill need o oorsull with alecirical condracions, alo.

Thare vass o discusscn of upcoming everds, inchading o possile progrmopss Roose at the Hobysood in lode
May. The cigan will be used savesal fienes dorieg e Foniand Rosa Faslival Everits.

HMEuunlsltludﬂdlhﬂnh:ﬂmﬂmmrﬂmmn;mn Faboeritenins off @l 1hir board are: Bob
MacMaiur, Randy Rock and Tary Ralecoe, Mesy imeenban ane: Rick Parks, Frad Bk aid Rohet Bingdam.  Officees
elected viere: President, Rick Parks; . President, Dick Lowson: Treasurer, Ron Desrner, ond Secretary, Sherley
Claitsan

The molion to adourn was made and approved &1 8:30 PM.

Respectiuly Subemdted,
Snikey Clauson, Seorelary

CRTOS Board Meeting May 18, 2010

Frosidan] Rick Parke Beoughl the messting lo cedior & 7080pm,  Addificred boars] msmdsses presan| wome Richarsd
Loeson, Bob Shafter, Fred Bish, Roberd Kingdom, and Bon Deamsr. Ahsant wers Gary Mekon, Shiley Clwemen
and Ron Brigs. Guests starding vers Catharing Soich, Skva Jarvs, Mis Bryail, Tamy Robaon amnd Pad Tiehy

The Troaseers repon was ghen. Mollon o approee given by Bob Shafler and seoonded by Rchard Lassan.
Unameusly approsed G [ahenied.

D Buginika: Thia nécet ordkar of Baslnasd vaark counling ballods (o sea T The mambarslep approead he Bosed acticn
I seak assacialion wilh nalion Amarican Theedeo Organ Socedy os 8 cfapber, The balloba veers lolisd by Roan
Deanwer, Catheree Cousch and Stowe Jarsds. The maesure was approsed by a Inemandaus n—234 a5 bo 13
N ol B rsoiion by acoap] the resulis of ha voba vies prasantad by Ron Deamar aod aacondad by Bob Shaflar
i was unanimously approsed

Pk ard Mike gave @ bnel updale on 1B VTO, which s nearly eaady b ba refeined o the Holseom], Ternry pre-
sarmed an updale lst of proposed achvities, which mchides oo Summer ponic al Gary Helson's home amnd a rstum
vind bo I Plunkali’s in tha Fall as vwall & plans 3ar an opan conkoks af By Hollpood, @ ailent Tim al Hedlvsgan,
phus e Bgnninge of & Holicksy Vanely Show aleo sl the Hollgeood in sarky December, Rick Parks sugoesisd v
o nol sofcdole a Fal conoe al the Elsmore Thoatre whiks ho ties fo work oul & better fisencial amangemaen jor
CRTCE

Mavi Buaingss: Fol aed Mike also repoed on the “Foriaed Day™ conderts during tha Halional ATOS cawailion
Tkt wall be dvapibabiles Tor Chaeland High Sciwanol aed Firgd Liniled Malhodis =1 320 s

Paul Ticky 1alkad abowd tha naad 1o Bagin work om & fathod 1o vols on s ees of CRTOES via amail teough
our yesbele

Stave Jarvie m pessseching o e localion ¥ hold oo board meslings. Evan though vée ate in a priveds mom, ol
nur current location, there is ro door and is often very roisy 2= vl as baing oo =mal.

Biarh Shablar rodioned 1o sdoyrm the mesling; | wes seconded by Rictand Laveos B unsesmegs vole dossd The
maating al 7:45.

Submitied by,
Tamy Rabann, acfeg Secrnasrny



Mathan Swvakian, 2005 ATOS Young Theatre
Cirganist Compatition winner, re-wisited his Out-
sithe the Box program on Friday May Tth, 2010 for
the Oregon Chapter ATOSE at Cleveland High
Schood Alongside his talented sister Claire Ava-
kian, MWW Fusion Dance Company and the ever
antertaining sitent clown Angel Ceasio, he gave
us @n evening odver-llawing with music and enter-
teinrment

What can | say about this young man that hasn't
already been said? Nathan's reperioire &5 broad
and he fouched on everything fram classical to
rmodern pop reminding us this instrumert ks troly
one of the most versatile. In eddifion to an already
full evaning of organ music, wa also witnessad
some skilfully chofeographed dance numbens by
MW Fusion Dance Company set to Mathan's ac-
companiment. But it didn't stop there. We slso got
treated to the talented young Claire Avakian both
with a solo vocal number and a duet with MNathan
whila he accompaniad at the ergan! Keep your
eves on her foo., . this is one telented family! To
top i all off, we were also entertained by Anget
Cizasio - accampanied by Mathan. Angel's zany
and whirngicsl peformances kept the audience
smiling and lawghing throughout

Once again Mathan has given us a "not your typi-
cal” argan performance. His technical skills are
impresshee. His love of theatre and the peromrming
ars shines through. | can't wait 1o see what's
riest!

Steve Janws

Caroline Getty former member of Columbia
Rivar Theatra Organ Sockety recently died al
Hopawell Hospice after an illness of several
weeks following & stroke and light heart sttack

She was bom in freland 78 years ago, having immigrated to this coun-
try some 46 ago and woarked for over 30 years for the telephone com-
pany. For some years priof, she worked as @ Nlornst af Clanenoe
Walker Flowers, &lso, gt the same time, she was manager of Colum-
bia Manor Apartments in Fortland.

Carcding Was a generous spn, who enjoyed entertaining and having
friends n for fea, dinfers, &nd parties and hired an organist to play
music for the oocasion. She took Fessons for about five years from
Zary Ruseell, organ teacher and organist at Oaks Roller Rimk. She
continued to come to

concers on accasion with her frlends, most recently Nathan Avakian's
concert &t the Elsinare. She is survived by a sister and & brother and
many nieces, nephews, and fmends who loved her. We will miss harf

Token m 2007: Jon Panl Bishe Carodine Getry
and Fred Bish

Fred Bish

Theatre Fipe Organ for Sale; 8-rank Wurizer console, 8 ranks of pipes, raps, blower, regulstors, and relay, Currently playing in
Springfield, Oregon, The instrument also has & mid interface fo use with an electronic keybpard. Thers are also many components
in excess of the playing instrument all of which are in wvery good condition. The organ is & combination or Wicks, Wurlitzer, Kimball
atc. All of the pipe chesis have electric vahee actions plus many new, never installed magnet valves., Pleasa contact John Of-
terstedt  541-735-0273 pohotl38@msn. com



Twrry Rebnion, Mewelssier Editor
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Upcoming CRTOS events and other area organ activities...

CRTODS Events
Jdune—HRose Festival Week at the Hollywoeod Theatre. Ses schedule in box for the Youth Silent Film Fastival
Caonchords Chorale Friday, June 11 al Tpim & Sunday, June 13 at Jpme Al e Hollpgeod Thealre, CRTOS will provide ofgan music begin-

ﬂ|“g abaut 45 minutes beforg asch shiw Bil:lf'g With plano =olos at E . . . .
abaul 15 of 20 minutes befare the shaw The show is titled: “Let’s |*  Screenings of the entries for the Youth Silent Film Festi-

Go To The Movies" val will begin on Sunday , June B, at IJpm. A seleckon of
15 entries will be shown with Mathan Avakian providing
accompaniment for all of the screening events.

Late Jime—Uipen Corsole Hollpsaod Theaire

s A special matines has been added on Tuesday, June 8,

August—Summer BEG at the bame of Gary Nelsan, August Date b at 3pm with the top 15 entrants being shown. Again, MNa-
be daterminad than will be providing live accompaniment.
Saniember/Detober—ath e bame of Allan & N »  Al7pm on Tuesday, June 8, a different collection of 15
Plurikett S LS entries will be shown with Nathan accompanying.

= The following day, Wednesday, June 9, at Tpm, will be
Dotober—Sunday, October 39 at Zpm. Hallowsen Sient Film a1 the [
Hol d Theatrs the final showing of 15 more entramts,

« Saturday, June 12, as part of the Rose Festival's evening
December—Wariety Show at the Holhywood Theatre, Date TED program at the Hollywood Theatre, 3 award winners will
be announced

ATOS Evenis

dupne Z-Jduly 4, 2010—Maticnal ATOS Convertion hosted by Fuget

Sound Thealre Organ Scciely. There wil be a "Portland Day™ July |1
1 wiichwill Tasturs 3 ot ourasaa starsaiks: CiavaiondHigh Tickets may be purchased on-line at www boxofcelickels com

Admission General: $10 — Studenis & Seniors 36

Scheol, Gak Skating Rink and First Urited Methodisi Church. Two of

thess concerts are opeen to the public: Cleveland High Schaol 8t 2pm with Donna Farker, and 4:30pm &t First Unied Methodist Church with
Janas Mordwall  Tickets will be 320 each, bt a package price will be offered, |1 you'd like {0 learn more aboud these concerls, go io
mw.an:alm.nrg

i
—é/mm 4 June 28 - July 4, 2010 + Seattle, WA

)
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For additional ¢onvention information, visit Puget Sound’s website:
VO, PISTOR. Oy

Rodgers Theater Organ Needs New Home
ﬁ:"m‘” it all 52;4‘ Rodgers 22E electronic theater argan, with twio &1-

; ; note manuals and full 32-note pedal board, external
For Sale—Rodgers 24E. Three manual theatre organ with 4 speaker cabinets,  gmoiifier and speaker cabinet, in fully work-

This organ is virlually ientical to the one we had ai the Hollywood sevaral years ing condition. Good choice for a serious student. Free
#go. Mice consdle, great keyboands. Woukd make an excellant home for a Vir- to loving heme Details on request
ueEl Theatre Qrgan Jack Powers

If interested, please contact Matt Miles in Longwiew, \Washington at 360-425.7502 2034824104
[ERCREEEITIR, SO



